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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 



PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.102(d) 



Submitted herewith is a Petition to Make Special the above-identified patent application. 



In support of this Petition, the applicants submit the following statement: 



1 . The invention provides novel synthetic genes and genetic constructs which are 
capable of repressing, delaying, or otherwise reducing the expression of an endogenous gene or a 
target gene in an organism when introduced thereto. 
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2. The invention can be used to repress, delay, or otherwise reduce the expression of 
genes, such as genes involved in replication and reproduction, which are essential in the life cycle of 
viral pathogens such as immunodeficiency viruses. 

3. By repressing the expression of genes essential in the life cycle of immunodeficiency 
viruses, the invention will contribute to the treatment or prevention of HIV/ AIDS. 

Accordingly, applicant requests that this Petition to Make Special based on the 
contribution of this invention to the diagnosis, treatment, or prevention of HIV/ AIDS under MPEP 
708.02 X be granted and the application undergo accelerated examination. 
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